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By Harvey Z. Yazijiari ■ ' 

I thought I was helping the US 
CTh!"H ” Trafficante 

before the House Select Committee on ’ 

Assassinations (HSCA). He had just been ’ 
Mked about his involvement in the 

^ listen to him.you’d think this fragile old 
man was just another patriotic Joe doing 1^ 

diHn’V H * Sfandfatherly appearance 

didn t.deceive anyone, for trafficante is the 
rganized crime boss of southern' Florida 
and a key conspirator in a network of 

important, HSCA has 
confirmed that this network had direct ties 
to both Lee Harvey Oswald, the alleged 

jS'ruS " 

- bri^/‘k"!!‘"* revelations of organized 
fn rofit connections to Dealy Plaza 

m 1 963 came in, the last week of HSCA.’s 
month-long public Searings into the -- 
Kennedy assassination. The cafefiilrv ' ' 
orchestrated hearingsVconilucteda^ ><? -t-- 
iieptcmber, displiyeS a galaxy otMliti- 

kooks, fifty-seven witnesses testified and 
r ^’thibits were displayed. 

HSCA- will not parrot the Warren Com- 
mission 5 lone-assassin conclusions in its 
tmal report due in early 1979. HSCA ’s most 
significant finding may be that Jack Ruby 




Santos Trafficante 



was up to his fedora in suspicious under-.. 
world connections that link directly to Lee ■ 
Haiwey Oswald, and it will recommend that 
the Justice Department further examine this 
Mob/Dealy Plaza matrix for a possible con-^ 
spiracy. HSCA is alsp expected to cau- 
tiously claim that Lee Harvey Oswald seems 
to have shot the president by himself, 
although' it may concede other alternatives 
can’t be excluded. Said HSCA’s chief I 
counsel Robert Blakey: “The question of 
organized crime involvement is still an open : 
one. Nothing that has been uncovered ,; , ^ 
excludes it.” 

Critics of the lone-assassin theory were 
disappointed, with much of the hearings, 
citing examples sudh as the questionable 
analysis of the medical evidence upon which j 
HSCA constructed much of its case for a ! 
( Continued on page 8 ) • '7 

s- r-o- ’ , 

single gunman, arid the lack ofany proof 
that Oswald was actually the assassin. How- 
eveci fl SC A’s treatment of the Mob connec- 
tion was more impressive.., ^ •, : 

Jhe hearings confirmed' through tele^ 
phone records and other soiirces that Jack 
Ruby had extensive contact S)vrth' close asso- 
ciates of important Mob leaders such as ' 
Trafficante; Sam Giancana, Mbb leader df^ 
Chicago, Ruby’s hometown; and (tarlos;- ' 
Marcello, Mob chieftain of New Orleans, .., 
where Oswald spent the summer prior to the- 
assassination. Furthermore, many of Ruby’s 
contacts have been publicly identified as ",y 
trusted associates of fortnor Teaihster presi- 
dent Jimmy Hoffa, according to a recent 
book, The Hoffa Wars, by Dan Moldea 
(Paddington Press). Moldea; aided by a 
staffer from HSCA, foundl^f* Hoffa was .. 

; associated wfth the aforem'jnfibnirf gang-'" 
..sters, and had rman^,|iMnir^ 

‘“operations with Teamster loans. 

The circle clo.sed when HSCA confirmed 
that within, this syndicate was ah operator . 
named David Ferrie who knew Oswald. 

Ferric, a bizarre but brilliant soldier of 
‘ fortune,, was Carlps Marcello’s chief inves- 
tigatorandTpilot; it was the discovery of the i 
Ferrie^^^c^lationship that prompted /v , 
^N4.w.Gnlans biSfrict Attorney jintTf,' yii f ^ 
Garrison to initiate an investigation in 1966 
; into a possible plot. (Unfortunately, four 
fdays after Word of Garrison’s probe was 
leaked to the press, chief suspect Ferrie was [ 
found dead in his New Orleans apartment. 
The caSe was never solved.) Thus, Oswald, - 
through Ferrie, Marcello, and Hoffa, can be 
linked directly to Ruby. (HSCA reported , • 
one incident where the chain was even > 

‘ shorter. Oh the evening before the assas- . 
jsination. Ruby had drinks with a woman.' 

!who Ferrie had Contacted twomonths ’ 
iearlier.) ' . 

%■, Furthermbr^Hdffa' apd these mobsters;* 
accdrdihg to Moldea, the hearings,, and 
other sources, shared a bitter hatred of the • 



.Kennedys becaii-s? ofthe brpthcrs'^'ar 
against organized crime. The first assault 
came.when J FK was a promising young 
senator on the McClellan Cornmitme and 
brother Robert was its aggressive «MeF ~* • 
counsel. 1 n a series of^celebrarcd hearings, 
the.McClellan Committee exposed the scan- 
“daldus dealings between the Teamsters and 
the underworld. When JFK won the presi- 
dential election in I960, the Mob’s worst 
fears were realized. Bobby Kennedy was 
' appointed attorney general and he promptly 
.mobilized the Justice Department for a full— 
' scale attack in which Giancana, Marcello 
and Hoffa were targeted. (HSCA’s Blakey 
was a young Ju.stice Department attorney a( 
the time.) RFK’s widely reported “Get 
Hoffa” squad began harassing the Teara- 
sler boss who, according to a former Team- 
sterofficial. was so outraged by the summer 
of 1962 he began devising schemes to, assas- 
sinate Bobby Kennedy. At thesamejSme. 



Marcello was actually whisked off the ? 
streets of New Orleans by Justice Depart- 
;ihent agents, thrown onn plane, and 
brusquely deported to Guatemala. TheT 
*isty gangster snuck back into the country 
(in a plane flown by David Ferrie) and, 1 
according to one Mobrexpert, vow^; 
revenge. HSCA heard testimony that, also | 
4at this time.Traflitante had told a'Cuban ' 

exile: “Have you s^ how'his brother 
[RFK] is hitting Hoffa. i.jT;He do<»n’t j 

,,„hnow that this kind of encounter is very'deli- 
S.?at«rlM?rk my woris.jthis man Kennedy is 
in trouble, and he will get what is corning to 
him.” When the Cuban asserted that JFK 
wOuld*probably be reeleected in: 1964(1 , . 
Trafficante grimjy responded, “No, Jose, he 
•js going to be hit.” . '■ H'^-. 

. Whether these men had their revengb has ■ 

- yet to be proven, yet the murder of JFK did' 
stop the only concerted federal effort Ths; ~ ’ 
recent times to destroy the underworld. ' 7 i 
Organized crime expert Ralph Salerno, a 
I witness before HSCA, said. “The.bullet that ' 
killed John Kennedy killed Bobby 

.T^fb^®tly’s dream to-destroy the organized ' 

(. crime society.” Or, as Jimmy Hoffa suc- 
cinctly told a reporter shortly after the ■" 

assassination, “Bobby Kennedy is just ’ i 

another lawyer now.” -f- 

Not only were Oswald^and Rupy closel/'. 

connected by a sy hdfcate'of powerful 
mobsters who were directly threatened by 
the Kennedy administration, this very: syndi- 
cate was already involved in ondassassina- 
tion conspiracy. Giancana,. Trafficante and 
^ awociates, had been enlisted by the CIA to 
kill Castro. Even Jimmy Hoffa, reports 
Moldea, has been, implicated by a govern- 
, ment informant as a liaison between the 
CIA and-mobsters. The Mob coopera:ted: .%- 
because it sought a new regime in Cuba that 

.would tolerate gambling and the other 

rackets it enjoyed beforc Castro kicked thei 



mobsters but." Ah importaht unanswefed ' " 
question here is: how could one branch of 
the government work so feverishly to . j 
imprison or deport Hoffa and these gang- 
sters while another branch recruited them 

i for murder, the most sensitive, of foreign 
policy activities (President Johnson would 
later describe these plots as a “damned 
Murder, Inc.”)? 

“ Another group with parallel interests were?' 
the anti-Castro Cubans. Blakey admitted - 
.that their possible involvement in the assas-. 
sination, like the Mob’s, couldn’rbe 
“readily dismissed.” As, Blakey explained, 
many Cubans fled Cuba after Castro took” 
power in 1959 and lived ih'exile within the 
United States, particularly in Miami. Theit 
hostility toward Castro soon led tp the . 
creation of a plethora of groups, as many as - 
.a hundred at a time,: all working inone : 
fashion or another ^overthrow Castrp.The 
I' CIAlfunded,. trained, equipped(’and directed 
, many of these groups as either political . 

■’ fronts or foot soldiers for raids on the Cuban 

coast. However, after being supported by 
•• the US government for several years, the 
exiles felt bitterly befrayed by JFK when he 




\ :* 












•1 - .'^ 



ff»' 






Um 









crpaib e incidents were presented that ., ., ^on*eq«n‘ly. what govenimen^ . 
Strongly surest Oswald was actually.?.. ' - ‘'S®*®” must contend with is the possibility’-' I 
j forces; One cam^ i *St?“iwKory allJanc* of renegade CfA . 'i W l W ft M 

o gangsters, besieged Teamsters, a'ntf ' ' 

^^group Who claimed he saw Oswald with an whiciu when threatened hv" " 

“Morris Bishop/’ who tf.Kenncdy> doinestic and forefgn'TOlide^^^ 
l^reptitiously directed his group’s active .'*‘r"o|c. baclt. Hovyever, the caseagainst tfii^-«? 

, nra. two other witnesses, Sylvia and Anna gfoupasa whde or in bait is still hiohtv nirz ' ’ 



' T ■ •I-' . group s activi* now,ever. tnecaseagainst thie * 

; Twoother witnesses, Sylvia and Anna: gtoupasa whole or in part is still highly cirr ' ’ 

J^io, saw Oswald in the company of two i • cumstantial. - v.' , •. j 

_,Mti-Gastro Cubans in Dallas two months - ' DesDitefr.'™« ' i. 
f !?5®®®“®'"0‘'0'>- Blakey implied ' ' a '» 



- ^ ‘w'***«a vw« inuiuna -i ' y nMn(W:». t - . 

*ior to the assassination. Blakey implied ' ' a ,t^P‘‘‘;/5*™“5" *'>°«=ommgs. HS is 
that the Warren Commission glossed^ over LS « won;t produce any ctys-__ r 

.theOatter report because it was incbnsisteiirtrV - iCti- < 

With thecommlssioa-s ot^iST^ iKrpo^*?^ .t . 

i Furthermore, Jack: Ruby allegedly had ‘ • to show that the 

-~- ^ y cgeoty nad .jc |i Kenned:iassassih atibftkstiir,.nraw:h^^ B a..--v 




